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• Name: Reinhard Eher 

• Profession: Psychiatrist, Psychotherapist 

• Affiliation: Federal Evaluation Centre for Violent 

and Sexual Offenders (FECVSO), Ministry of 

Justice, Austria 
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Treatment Effects (Andrews et al., 1990) 

-0.07
-0.06

0.13

0.30

-0.10

-0.05

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

1

Sanction Treatment

Effect Size

Official

Sanctions

Inappropriate

Treatment

Unspecified

Treatment

Appropriate

Treatment

 

 

Less 

Recidivism 

 

 

More 

Recidivism 

* 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

RISK 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Measuring 

Risk 

• Static-99 / 

Static-99 R 

• Static-2002 / 

Static-2002R 

• Karl R. Hanson 

• born 1957 

• Senior research 
scientist with Public 
Safety Canada 

• Adjunct research 
professor at 
Carleton University, 
Ottawa, Canada 
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Proposing five relevant risk categories 

• very low risk 

• low risk 

• average risk 

• above average risk 

• well above average risk 
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Fist step  the middle category  

average risk 

• At the median (at least should include it) of the 

distribution of the total risk score 

• Should also reflect the middle category 

concerning reoffense rates  base rate of the 

given population 
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Second step  Very low risk 

• Usually the risk is no different than that of 

offenders with no recorded history of a sexual 

offense (Hanson, 2017)   1-2% within 5y 

• Generally procosial individuals 
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Third step   low risk 

• A group with meaningfully lower risk than the 

middle group but higher than very low 

• Meaningfully lower  about half the risk of the 

middle category 
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Fourth step   above average risk 

• A group with meaningfully higher risk than the 

middle group but not as high than the highest 

• Meaningfully higher  about twice the relative 

risk of the middle category 
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Fifth step   well above average risk 

• Those offenders with the highest risk 

• about twice the relative risk of category IV 

• only a small portion of the total population (about 

5%) 
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baserate 

Sex offenders in 

Austria 

Representative sample 

 

 

N = 2173 

N = 1679 (5y follow-up) 
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German version of the Static-99 – creating five 

risk categories 

Category Name number reoffense

relapse 

observed

relapse 

estimated 95% CI unten 95% CI oben

cat 1 very low 174 2 1,1 0,80 0,45 1,38

cat 2 below average risk 658 16 2,4 2,10 1,43 3,00

cat 3 average risk 569 28 4,9 5,40 4,28 6,71

cat 4 above average risk 209 23 11 13,20 10,58 16,28

cat 5 well above average 69 24 34,8 28,90 21,38 37,71

5-years sexual reoffense rate 

 baserate = 5,4%  

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Risk categories 

• Meaningful and relevant  can differentiate 

between relevant offender subgroups 

• Valid and reliable   no overlap in 95% CIs  
(data come from at least 15 different raters) 

• Non arbitrary! 

• Linked to relevant criminogenic needs 
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Static-99 vs. Static-99R vs. Static-2002 

• German version  Static-99 superior to Static-99R 

 Age item needs not to be revised 

 

• Static-2002  not significantly superior to Static-99 
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Criminogenic Needs 
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Criminogenic Needs 

• represent dynamic risk factors 

• dynamic risk factors are changeable by definition 

• but usually need treatment/supervision for being 

changed 
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R. Mann, R.K. Hanson, 

D. Thornton, 2010 

Assessing Risk for Sexual Recidivism: 

Some Proposals on the Natrue of 

Psychologically Meaningful Risk Factors 
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Sexual self regulation 

Intimacy deficits 

General  self regulation 
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Ask yourself…. 

• Besides of being empirically proven risk factors 

 

 do they also represent criminogenic needs as a 

result of an individual case theory? 

 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Measuring 

Needs 

• Stable 2000 / 

Stable 2007 

• Karl R. Hanson 

• born 1957 

• Senior research 
scientist with Public 
Safety Canada 

• Adjunct research 
professor at 
Carleton University, 
Ottawa, Canada 
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Stable-2007 

• Risk assessment instrument for dynamic risk 

factors in sexual offenders 

• Has moderate to good predictive validity 

• Has incremental validity to the Static-99 
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Assessment of stable risk factors 

• Not simple the existence of a  risk factor 

• But „does this risk factor set the offender on 

risk given he would be released right away?“ 

  is the result of an individual assessment 

process taking into account the idiosyncratic 

relationship between the risk factor and the individuel 

case hypothesis 
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Possible flaws 

• Factors falsly identified as risk factors (as 

criminogenic)  because of a wrong theory of 

delinquency 

•  e.g. alcohol consuption 

•  you treat the alcohol problem  no change in 

risk 
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Possible flaws 

• Factors not identified as individual risk factors (as 

criminogenic)  because of a wrong theory of 

delinquency 

•  e.g. depression 

•  empirically (statistically) not a risk factor, but in 

die individual case a risk factor 
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German Version 
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German Version 

of the Stable-2007 

• Moderate to good 

predictive validity 

• AUC = 0.71 for 

sexual reoffense 
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Predictive Validity of Needs Assessment 

• Less predictive as static risk factors 

• Ususally acceptable after proper training 

• Informs about relevant treatment targets 
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If risk category IV or V 

• Include comprehensive clinical assessment! 
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How to measure risk 

relevant change? 
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Mark E. Olver 

Associate Professor  

Director of Clinical 

Psychology 

at the University of 

Saskatchewan  
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Violence Risk Scale: Sexual 

Offender Version 

VRS:SO 
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• VRS:SO risk assessment tool with 7 static & 17 

dynamic variables 

• Very similar domains to the Static-99 and Stable-

2007 

• Has a “Change Scale” 

• Has good predictive validity (AUC from 0.75-0.80) 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

CAT 1 CAT 2 CAT 3 CAT 4 CAT 5 

0,89 
2,32 

5,93 

14,35 

30,8 

VRS:SO Static Categories 
5y relapse rates 

Eher, 2017: 

Five risk 

categories based 

upon VRS:SO 

static risk factors 

Reinhard Eher: Risk and Need Assessment WS, EUROPRIS, 12-13 Oct 2017 



  

BUNDESMINISTERIUM 
FÜR JUSTIZ 

Eher et al., 2015 
 
VRS:SO 
validation of the 
German version 
 
AUC: 0,76  
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40 

The Violence Risk Scale:SO  

• Dynamic risk factors = idiosyncratic criminogenic needs, which 

are related to the individual risk according to the individual 

delinquency theory 

 

• Change of the dynamic risk factors according to the  

 Stages of Change Model  is captured by the change score 
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Stages of Change 

 Pre-contemplation: denial of problem, no insight. 

 Contemplation: acknowledges problem but no relevant action taken  

 

 =========================  all talk no walk =================== 

 

 Preparation: acknowledges problems, observable and relevant 
changes in behavior but lapses likely quite frequent - and/or changes 
relatively recent. 

 Action: taking consistent action to make relevant changes which have 
been stable over extended period of time relative to lifetime functioning. 

 Maintenance: maintaining changes, doing relapse prevention over 
significant period of time relative to lifetime functioning 
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VRS:SO 

construction 

study 

Change of 1 point in the change scale 

means 8% reduction of risk 
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Decrease of risk as a 

function of change in 

all four VRS:SO risk 

categories 

 

The higher change, 

the lower the risk  

 
Five-years relapse rates 

(sexual reoffense) 

 

N = 945 
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Don´t hesitate to contact me 

• reinhard.eher@justiz.gv.at 
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