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1960´s (Denmark) 

Herstedvester 

1965 in Pilsen:  1st special treatment  unit for 

  violent psychopaths 
(1989 recidivism: 31.3 % treated vs. 68.8 % control, N = 278) 

• Veverka (1970) – The Green Test, The Blue 

Test 

• Dobrotka (1972) – Predicting of Potential Re-

offenders 

• Neumann & Voňková (1986) – RAOK: The 

Social Predictive Tool 

• Heretik (2001) – PIR: The Prognostic Index 

of Re-offending 

• Netík & Blatníková (2008) – The Predictive 

instrument for violent offenders 



security risks criminogenic risks 

isolation 

following the rules 

expecting of law-abiding  

behaviour after release 

Aim: 

safe prison 

Aim: 

safe reintegration 

PUBLIC SECURITY 

prison security 

adaptation and regime 

reduction of recidivism  

treatment 

INTERNAL RISK EXTERNAL RISKS 



 

 

Personality 

• Personality disorder 

• Affective disorder 

• Substance abuse* 

• History of suicide attempts* 

• Violence (offender / victim role) 

• Cognitive skills 

• Escape 

 
* professional assessment 

within the first 24 hours after admission 

 

 

 

 

Social contacts 

• organized criminality 

• appropriate authorities 

• religious authorities  

  

Other behavioural signs 

• Readings 

• Writings 

• Handsigns etc. 

 

 

INTERNAL (SECURITY) RISKS 



CRIMINOGENIC RISKS  

DYNAMIC STATIC 

CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS 

RESPONSIVITY 

EXTERNAL (CRIMINOGENIC) RISKS 



1960´s (Denmark) 

Herstedvester 

1965 in Pilsen:  1st special treatment  unit for 

  violent psychopaths 
(1989 evaluation: 31.3 % treated vs. 68.8 % control, N = 278) 

2004-2005 (UK) 

OASys 

2004-2012: 

New actuarial RA & 

Structured professional 

judgement 
2006-2008 (Switzerland) 

Crime-oriented therapy 

FOTRES 

Late 1990´s (Canada & UK) 

Risk & needs principles 

1999: 20 Special Treatment Units 

Crime-oriented approach 

in special treatment units 

and programmes 



Implementation  (2011-2012)                                                       
- electronic programme 

Evaluation and Modifikation Phase * 

(2008-2010) 

Pilot Phase *  

(2006-2008) 

Development Phase * 

(2004-2006) 

Initialization Phase (2003-2004)                                                             
- „PHARE“ project 

Realization (since 2012)                                                       
- implementation on daily basis 

- upgrades 

DEVELOPMENT OF SARPO 

Souhrnná Analýza Rizik a Potřeb Odsouzených  

Complex Risk and Needs 
Offender Analysis 

 

- inspired by OASys 

- developed according to 
specific national needs 

- prediction of recidivism 

- categorization of offenders 

- treatment guidelines and 
recommendations 

* with Probation and Mediation Service 





 



„actuarial“ output 
(1 page) 

OUTPUTS („The Complex Report“) 

list of main risk and protective factors 

treatment recommendations 
(1 page) 

full text 

information 
(up to 8 pages) 



Static Factors 

Strafvergangenheit 

Schaden 

Aktuelle Straftaten 

Self-Report 

Risk of harm 

Dynamic Factors 

Adaptation in Prison 

Protektive Factors 

 Education, Living, Work, Finances, 

Family and relationships, Addictions, 

Personality 

Final Report 

Intake 

Crime Register 

SARPO 

Release 

    Souhrnná Analýza Rizik a Potřeb Odsouzených  

Database 

Risk Assessment 

U
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Final Report 

Sentence 
Plan 

Research 

http://www.google.cz/url?url=http://www.vpmthane.org/comm/lib_info_sci.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=D_rpU7TeC4nmyQOo1oH4Bw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNHkJbhY3Y8a0XLlYG0_7wcLMvYShg
http://www.google.cz/url?url=http://mnemosynesmagicmirror.blogspot.com/2011/12/season-of-memory-season-of-forgetting.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=xQDqU97oMabMyAOn94LwCg&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNGXcIFN5rytRal8s7AExczc0WWJfw
http://www.google.cz/url?url=http://library.chisholm.vic.edu.au/intranet/webct/buse.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=D_rpU7TeC4nmyQOo1oH4Bw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwCA&usg=AFQjCNETK4u4MniqxpJz4p4jSxsZ6ar-sA


5 VALIDATION STUDIES 
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2007: N = 512 

2009: N = 374  

2012: N = 364 

2015: N = 9675 

2017: N = 4775 
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           Prediction of reoffending at 2 years after release 

reoffended 

no 
yes 

Prediction of 
reoffending : 90 % 
proved: 95 %  
failed: 73 % 
 



Responsivity 

Motivation 
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long-term 

therapeutic 

treatment 

minimal  

treatment 

standard 

regime + employment 

 

short/long-therm 

training 

TREATMENT MODEL 



 

SPECIAL TREATMENT UNITS 



 

APPLICATION FOR TREATMENT PROGRAMMES 



 
 

GOAL: 

 

reduction 

of recidivism 
 
 



 

 

SENTENCE PLAN 

21 hours/week: 

- community sessions 

- crime-oriented group 

therapy 

- group psychotherapy 

- psycho-social, educational 

and leisure activities 

 
 

INTERVENTION PLAN FOR HIGH RISK OFFENDERS 



in context Statistical analysis 

Conditional release Internal differenciation 

Sentence plan 

Souhrnná Analýza Rizik a Potřeb Odsouzených  

 

 

measurement of change… 

CURRENT USE 

THE FUTURE? 



THE CONS: 

- long period of development and 

implementation 

- standardization 

- if standardized, then not 

comparable with other 

instruments 

- the only references are your 

own publications 

- resources for your own 

research 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 
THE PROS: 

- fits the cultural specifics  and  

the target offender population 

- fits the real needs of the 

national prison service 

- the outputs fit the legal 

framework and penal code 

- full control over all algorithms 

- full control over the entire 

instrument, incl. SW solution 

- flexibility 

- statistics 
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More about SARPO: 

JIRICKA, V., PODANA, Z., PETRAS, M. & HURKA, J.: Prediction of Offending: SARPO – The Czech 
Tool for Assessment of Offenders‘ Criminogenic Risk and Needs. In Journal of Criminology, vol. 
2014, Article ID 592341, 8 pages, 2014. doi:10.1155/2014/592341. 

Download: http://www.hindawi.com/journals/jcrim/2014/592341/ 
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