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THE UNITED NATIONS STANDARD MINIMUM RULES 
FOR THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS

Become a champion of the



The UNODC interactive 

e-learning course on the  
United Nations Standard 
Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners 

will assist you in understanding and 
applying the Nelson Mandela Rules as 
the universally acknowledged minimum 
standards for the management of 
prisons and the treatment of prisoners.



The course consists of an introduction, five substantive 
modules as well as a final assessment, upon the 
successful completion of which you will be issued a 
certificate. 

Each substantive module consists of a 
theoretical and a practical part, the latter 
exposing you to concrete prison management 
scenarios in the form of interactive videos
Resource sections throughout the course provide 
references to more in-depth technical guidance material. 



The course has been primarily designed 
as a practical training tool for prison 
officers and other officials working in 
prisons 
It will be equally relevant for prison monitoring and 
inspection bodies and other (non-) governmental 
entities promoting prison reform in line with 
international norms and standards.



How to access the e-learning course 
on the Nelson Mandela Rules
The UNODC e-learning course is available free 
of charge and can be accessed by computer or 
tablet via the following link: 

or by scanning the QR code on the right.

Before being directed to the course,  
you will first be asked to register on the 
UNODC e-learning platform.

If you have any difficulty in registering or 
accessing the course, kindly contact the 
UNODC e-learning helpdesk at unodc-
elearning@un.org.

For any further information on UNODC and its 
work in the field of prison reform, please send 
your enquiry to mandelarules@unodc.org. 

https://golearn.unodc.org/lms/course/view.php?id=436
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The UNODC e-learning course was 
generously funded by the Governments  
of Germany and of South Africa.
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