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Irish Prison Service – Locations

Limerick 
Prison



Irish Prison Estate - Overview
Prisons Description
Wheatfield Closed, Medium Security Place of Detention for Males aged 18 years

Cloverhill Closed, Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - Remand Leinster

Portlaoise Closed, High Security Prison for Males aged 18 years - Special Criminal Court & Subversive Crime

Midlands Closed, Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - Carlow/Kildare/Kilkenny 
Laois/Offaly/Westmeath

Mountjoy Closed, Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - Dublin

Dochas Centre Closed, Medium Security Prison for Females aged 18 – remand & committed for Leinster/Connacht / 
Ulster

Arbour Hill Closed, Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - long term sentences

Castlerea Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - Remand & Committal - Connacht & 
Cavan/Donegal/Longford

Cork Closed, Medium Security Committal Prison for Males aged 18 - Cork/Kerry/Waterford

Limerick Closed, Medium Security Prison for Males aged 18 - committals - Clare / Limerick & Tipperary

Limerick Closed, Medium Security Prison for Females aged 18 - committals - females in Munster
Loughan House Open, Low Security Prison for Males aged 18 years requiring low levels of security

Shelton Abbey Open, Low Security Prison for Males aged 19 years plus requiring low levels of security



Irish Prison Estate - Strategy

Strategic Pillar No 4 in Current IPS Strategy 2019 –
2022

“We will invest in a prison estate that will provide safe, 
secure and humane custody, that upholds the dignity of all 

users and that reflects and supports a modern and 
progressive penal policy ”

During this strategy there will be a total Capital Investment of 
€130M throughout the Estate – of this €54M will have been 

invested in Limerick Prison



Limerick Prison



Limerick Prison
• Built in 1821 (oldest closed prison in operation)
• Infrastructural weaknesses/deficiencies
• Undermining the achievement of minimal 

standards of imprisonment, care and safety

Current facility described as:

§ Inadequate
§ Unacceptable
§ Not fit for purpose
§ Dilapidated and run down
§ Cramped conditions



Ø Modern rehabilitative facility

Ø Male and female prison accommodation 

Ø Education and training facilities 

Ø Enhanced working conditions for staff

What we plan to deliver?



Limerick Prison – New Development
Ø New B Wing accommodation block for male prisoners

Ø New kitchen, workshops and staff facilities

Ø New exercise yards

Ø New stand alone self-contained female prison

Ø New Gatehouse, Offices & Ancillary Facilities

Ø New secure vehicle Gate Lock

Ø Substantial external works – Landscaping/Recreation etc.

Ø New Probation Services Building



Projected Timeline?

Ø New B-Wing Building commenced July 2019 and due for completion 
end of 2020

Ø New Female Prison Building commenced May 2019 and due for 
completion early 2021

Ø New Probation Services Building.  The Irish Prison Service are 
facilitating the building of a new Probation Services Building on 
behalf of the OPW and the program for this building will run from 
June 2019 to March 2020.



New Development

Limerick Prison Aerial View



Current Male Prison Wing



Current Male Prison Accommodation



New Male Prison Wing



New Male Prison Accommodation



B Wing & Kitchen External View



Current Female Prison Wing



Current Female Prison Accommodation



New Female Prison Wing



New Female Prison Accommodation



New Search Area



Female Courtyard



Female Prison Entrance



Female Prison Open Visits



New Staff Facilities



Limerick New Development



New Boundary Wall Female Prison



Foundations for New Male Wing



Progress to date



Progress to date



Progress to date



Limerick New Development
Current Activity;

§ Cost management (0 variations)
§ Continuous Stakeholder Engagement
§ Manage Construction Contract
§ Project Management 2019 - 2021
§ Delivery in 2021


