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CURRENT SITUATION

Facts
- Worldwide 500,000 citizens are detained in a foreign country
- Inthe European Union 1in 5 prisoners is a foreigner

The Netherlands

- Total prison population: 9,384

- On average 22% foreigners: 2,052

- On average 107 different nationalities

- Weekly 1hour visiting time

- Flexible hours for lawyers, embassy
staff, and probation workers
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TOP 15 NATIONALITIES IN DUTCH

PENITENTIARY INSTITUTIONS 2018
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DETENTION EXPERIENCE OF FNPs

More chance to end up in prison
- Unaware about the prison rules and procedures
- Contact with staff / prisoners is hampered due to the language

obstacle
- Prisoners feel in general unsafe
- Difficulties in making contact with family and hardly any visits
- Limited participation in work / sports/ library / religious
services
- Restricted participation in education and vocational training
- Feelings of social exclusion
- Not able to prepare for release
- No aftercare upon return to country of origin

DUTCH NATIONALS DETAINED ABROAD

- Dutch nationals receive support from
consular staff, volunteers from the Dutch
Probation Service and chaplains from
Epafras.

- Positive impact of this support on detention
experience, special needs and preparations
for resettlement into society after release. .

- Most positive influence: work by volunteer. NS

- Prison authorities are often unaware of the difficulties FNPs face
and they hardly address the needs and rights of FNPs.

- Need for special attention & support.
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(TAALMAI-\TJE & PICTURE IT IN PRISON

- 'Taalmaatje’(language buddy)is a programme of the foundation
Lezen & Schrijven for foreigners who have difficulties with the Dutch
language and who receive support from other prisoners.

- The picture dictionary Picture it in Prison is developed to help FNPs
to learn a foreign language.
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foreign national prisoners.

The mission of PrisonWatch is
to create awareness about the
situation and specific rights of
FNPs and to make a human
connection with them. By doing
so PrisonWatch contributes to
inclusiveness for those who are
excluded and to a more humane
detention.
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PRISONWATCH FOUNDATION

The PrisonWatch foundation has been established to watch over

VISION

Social inclusion of foreign national

prisoners contributes to a human,
inclusive and fair detention and a
successful re-entry into society.




(PRISUNWATCH IS...

\ ] geloof in herstel )

Independent and neutral

Focussed on making social contact and creating awareness

Not for profit

Raising funds

Overseen by an experienced supervisory and advisory board
(including a former head of the Dutch Prison Service, consul, judge,
former ambassador)

Seeking support and cooperation with prison authorities, consulates,
embassies, non-govermental organisations, universities etc.
Supporting partners are:

&
4

Gevangenenzorg

Reclassering Nederland Nederland

Ifyou talk to amanin alanguage he
understands, that goes to his head. If you talk
to himin his language, that goes to his heart.

Thank you for visiting me.
You make me feel human again.




(PRISONWATCH ACTIVITIES

PrisonWatch Volunteers
PrisonWatch coordinates a network of certified volunteers with no
links to the prison and connects them with FNPs.

PrisonWatch Team

In the penitentiary institution there is a dedicated team of prison
staff from various disciplines that watches over foreign national
prisoners to make sure their needs and rights are being addressed.

PrisonWatch Hosts
PrisonWatch works with prisoners who help other prisoners
in their own language to settle in and to make contact.
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PRISONWATCH VOLUNTEER

How does it work?
1. Would you like to become a PrisonWatch Volunteer? Send a

message to info@prisonwatch.org.
2. You will be invited for a conversation. If this went positively,
we will ask you for a reference and a Certificate of Conduct (VOG).
3. Once you have been trained, PrisonWatch will do its best to find a
match for you with a fellow countryman in prison.
4. PrisonWatch facilitates a visit (visiting-room) or a Skype-talk.

What should you do?
- Make time to visit a FNP and/or to have a Skype-talk.
- Have asocial talk and provide moral support.
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(PRISONWATCH TEAM

How does it work?

What should you do?

~N

1. Would you like to become a member of the PrisonWatch Team?
Send a message to info@prisonwatch.org.

2. The PrisonWatch Team meets a few times per year and new
members receive a short training.

- Have an’eye’ for the difficulties FNPs can encounter and come
with suggestions how to solve these issues.

- Acolleague can ask you for support with regards to a FNP
that speaks your language.

- Forexample for serving as an interpreter or translator,
having a social talk, providing advice and/or moral support.
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PRISONWATCH HOST

How does it work?

3. When the MDO is positive you will receive a short training.
4. You will be asked to visit a new FNP that speaks your language.
5. The visit can take place at the wing or in a separate meeting room.

What should you do?
- Make time for a social talk.

- Inform him/her about the prison rules and procedures.
- Advice him/her how to get adjusted to prison life.
\— Provide moral support. j

~

1. Do you speak several languages and would you like to become a
PrisonWatch Host? Inform a member of the prison staff.

2. Yourrequest will be discussed in the MDO (multidisciplinary
meeting).




TIPS & TRICKS

Be friendly, open and show interest in the other person.

- Give him/her advice, information and social support.

- Do not feel responsible for him/her.

- Notify staff when you think the person is not doing well
physically and/or mentally.

- Keep a professional distance.

- Do not getinvolved in unlawful or criminal activities.

- Follow the instructions of staff.

- Beyourself and have fun!

- Hosts: if you miss an activity due to this volunteer job prison
staff tries to compensate you.

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR COMMITTMENT
FOR FOREIGN NATIONAL PRISONERS

YOU ARE A...

AN
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