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1. Alignment across policy areas within and 
beyond government in Scotland:  
• ‘Getting it Right for Every Child’ – shared 

purposes and common outcomes across 
government and all services that work with 
children 

• Incorporation of UNCRC into Scottish Law

• The Scottish Sentencing Council fostering 
debate on the sentencing of parents

• Interest in children of prisoners from within the 
Scottish Parliament 

Shared outcomes (‘SHANARRI’)
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2. Prison Service Family strategy
• Guides Scottish Prison Service’s work 

with families at national and 
individual prison level 

• Includes most elements of the 
Recommendation: processes, 
facilities, visits, events for children, 
staff training, engagement, 
relationships, child protection, etc
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3. Strong partnerships with organisations such as 
Families Outside, Barnardos and Early Years 
Scotland

For example:

• Providing practical support and accessible 

• information for families and children

• Enabling family centres to be available at most 
Prisons

• Providing opportunities, of many different kinds, 
for parents to engage and learn with their children 



Two examples:

Parenting classes for young 
fathers in Polmont 
Young Offenders Institution

Learning through play at Low Moss
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Overview of current position with 
Recommendation CM/Rec(2018)5 in Scotland

• The table shows that most elements are either in place or partially in 
place 

• COVID has been hindering progress but is also shining a spotlight on 
children affected by imprisonment

• New impetus from UNCRC work, the refresh of the Scottish Prison 
Service family strategy and a new Scottish Government Group to 
consider children affected by imprisonment
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4. What next?  

Covid: recovering/rebuilding from setbacks 
and learning from what happened

Extending staff training on child’s rights, 
child protection and family strategy

Revised Women’s Strategy with explicit 
reference to the rights and wellbeing of 
children including new Community Custody 
Units with more home-like settings for 
children
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There is much still to do

And signs of growing 
consensus and support to do it

Gill.robinson@sps.pnn.gov.uk


